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something to be hoped from John Casimir, who
only went to extremes through a mistaken conscien-
tiousness.

The subject-matter of these letters fills so unim-
portant a place in the history of sectarian quarrelling
in the sixteenth century that they are only interest-
ing as showing the nature of Sidney's experiments
in diplomacy. His correspondence further indicates
that he made careful inquiries as to the way in
which the German states were affected by the politi-
cal movements in France and the Low Countries,
and what was the probable policy of the Emperor
Rudolph, whom he was about to visit.

One of the topics of his conversation was amusing.
It seems that Queen Elizabeth had lent some money
to the Elector Palatine lately dead, and Sidney was
commissioned to claim repayment. But the Heidel-
berg exchequer, John Casimir assured him, was all
but bankrupt; the French king had failed in his
engagement for the paying of certain large sums,
and consequently neither Elizabeth nor the knights
of the Palatinate, who provided its soldiery, could
receive what was due. " I told him," Sidney wrote,
"it would be a cause to make her Majesty withdraw
from like loans, as the well-paying would give her
cause to do it in greater sums. He was grieved
with my urging of him, and assured me that if he
could get the payment he would rather die than not
see her Majesty honourably satisfied. Then I pressed
him for certain jewels and hostages I had learned he
had in pawn of the French king. He told me they
already belonged to the knights; but if her Majesty